MARLBOROUGH
by what principalls, and Measures, 1 governed my selfe under a
most envied favour, that I seemed to Engrosse for about twenty
yeares without a Rivall, and to let them know at the same time by
what meanes and by what accident I lost it.
I alwaies knew that favour was held by a very uncertain tenure,
and tho I confess I did not thinke my selfe in much danger of
loseing it, and especially by the person, that undermined me, yet
1 thought, 1 had governed my selfe with such sincerity, and so much
Caution, that when the turn of favour should come, I should fall
gently, and be decently dismisst; but it has fallen out far otherwise;
and as I have met with a treatment as litle looked for as deserved,
so 1 have been pursued with so much Malice, falsehood and Calumny,
and so many papers and bookes have mentioned me with as much
Virulcncy, as Injustice, while I have with a Patience, that was both
silent and respectfull, born so much that many I fancy thinke nice,
as guilty, as my enimics would represent me, because of my bearing
with a becoming submission such a vent, as has given to the inveterate
Spleen of my enimies. The decencies of a Subject, as well as the
regards 1 owe as a Wife, and a Mother, have had so much power over
me, that 1 have long sate quiet under a Usage, that in another part
of my life, 1 could not so easily have submitted to.
But as I owed it to my Selfe, so I owed it in a particular manner
to all, that shall dccend from me, to let them see, how little I de-
served those characters, that have been bestowed on me, with as
much confidence, as if those who defamed me, had full prove in
their hands to vouch for them; but since I do this so late, I am
resolved to doc it and to shew Vouchers for all I have to say in my
own Justification, if unkind Inferences are made from it by opening
things, that some may wish had remained still hid, those only are to
blame, who not contented in useing me 111, have set so many
mercinary scriblers upon me, to run me down with noise, and
impudence, as if I had robed both the Queen and the nation, and
had not only deserved very 111, but had been deeply Engaged in
very ill designs against both Church and State, the Crown and
country. I writte not my own vindication only to tell my own
Stoty with truth, and evidence to Clear my Selfe, and to Justifie
my own conduct, I writte with a farther desigae to Instruct others,
who may learn somewhat by it, tho at my Cost, I was born with a
inbred Love to my Country, I hated tyrany by nature before I had
read a Line upon the Subject: I thought mankind was bom free,
atxd that Princes were ordained to make their people happy;
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